
Luxembourg American  
Cultural Society  
by the Numbers
Your Luxembourg American Cultural Society (LACS) has rapidly blossomed since 
it first pressed a shovel into the earth to build the Roots and Leaves Museum 
on August 12, 2006, the following year the cornerstone was placed, and on 
August 8, 2009, the LACS held its dedication.  It all started with small group of 
people that wanted to build a place of learning and gathering for those with 
Luxembourg heritage. A place where members could preserve and share their 
stories.  At that time, it was difficult for all those involved to imagine that a 
museum in a small rural community would grow into a triumphant success story.

In honor of these milestones that have passed since the Mamer-Hansen stone 
barn was painstakingly taken apart stone by stone and then reassembled the 
same way, we thought it would be fun to share some other amazing statistics 
about the LACS today. 

2023

Appeal
R�ts & Leaves

22,283
Photographs, books, 
and historic artifacts 
in collection.

13,500
Papers that volunteers 
have scanned for 
the Research Center 
archives.

5,000
Miles our gift shop 
items traveled in 
August 2023.

4,183.56
Miles between 
Belgium WI and 
Luxembourg City 
(6,732.79 KM).

398
New Members joined 
as of September 
15th this year.

167
Leaves on the Roots 
and Leaves Tree.



6

24

 How many drafts are 
edited before we  
can send  
out your  
Luxembourg 
American  
Gazette.

Countries with  
LACS Members.

4

48

14

Number of LACS 
Staff members, 
Patricia, Serena, 
Rosie, Olivia.

Your gift assists us in countless ways.  
Give at www.lacs.lu

States with LACS 
members.

The number of years 
since our August 8, 
2009 Dedication.

1

37

10

You – there is only 
one of you and we 
couldn’t do any of 
this without you.

Number of 
Luxembourg Fests 
celebrated in 
Belgium WI. 

Number of states 
visiting the LACS in 
June, 2023.

T h e  L u x e m b o u r g -

A m e r i c A n  c o m m u n i T y 

lost a valuable and dear member 

Sunday, July 31st, 2022, when 

Lloyd “gilly” croatt, one of  

the founding members of the 

Luxembourg American cultural 

Society and its first president, 

passed away peacefully in his 

sleep at the age of 89.

Lloyd was the great-great grandson of 

Victor and Elizabeth Fouss Croatt, who 

immigrated to the United States from 

Luxembourg with their eight children in 

1847. The family had settled on 30 acres 

of land two miles south of Lake Church, 

Wisconsin.  Lloyd’s great-grandfather, 

Gilliam, started his own progressive farm 

on 80 acres on the corner of Sandy Beach 

and Lake Church Roads, donating that 

exact corner for a school house.

 

Lloyd, too, grew up in Belgium, Wisconsin, 

the son of Alfred Nicholas and Anna Schmit 

Croatt. He recently recorded some of his 

stories about growing up as one of the 

speakers of  the “Voices from the Village” 

historical audio tour created this summer in 

honor of Belgium’s Centennial anniversary.  

In his recordings, he recalls watching his 

father, Alfred, work at his business, Croatt’s 

Shoe Store, on Belgium’s Main Street, 

where he sold and repaired shoes, and 

also hosted sheepshead card games each 

afternoon.

Lloyd’s storytelling talents were evident as 

he shared about the fun he had as a kid, 

riding his bike around town soaking up the 

daily happenings of a small community.  In 

summers as a child, he worked for Krier 

Preserving Company.  At the time, minors 

were hired for manual labor in the fields. He 

told tales of kids having to bring their own 

knives to cut crops (and why that wasn’t a 

good idea) and earning 10 cents per filled 

crate of spinach. He described in colorful 

detail the scene of dozens of kids popping 

into the back of an open truck box, riding 

up to 30 miles to get to a bean field for a 
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Under the High Patronage of His Royal Highness Grand Duke Henri of Luxembourg

l u x e m b o u r g  a m e r i c a n

Luxembourg American Cultural Center

100 Peter Thein Avenue

P.O. Box 157

Belgium, WI 53004-0157, USA

Phone: 262.476.5086 | Fax: 262.476.5087

Email: info@lacs.lu | Web: www.lacs.lu

Winter
Cultural Center Hours

Wednesday: 10am-4pm 

Thursday: 10am-4pm 

Friday: 10am-4pm 

1st Sat. of the Month: 10am-4pm
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To Use Research Center: Appointments 

required to maintain the preservation of 

research materials and ensure a satisfactory visit 

with staff attention to your researching needs.  

Contact LACS Curator Serena to schedule: 

sstuettgen@lacs.lu or 262-285-5041.

Photograph from 1993 of Lloyd “Gilly” Croatt and

Beatrice (Wester) Krier with Luxembourg’s Red Lion flag standing in front of

the restored Sinnen Luxembourg Settler stone house at Pioneer Village in Ozaukee County, Wisconsin. 

KAchen mAgAZine

Check out Luxembourg’s bilingual

food & lifestyle magazine
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A Luxembourgish 

Life Lived Well

A Tribute to LAcS Founding 

member, Lloyd “gilly” croatt: 

1933-2022

By Tara Williams

On behalf of our Board of Directors, volunteers, and staff, we hope that you can continue your giving to the Luxembourg American 
Cultural Society.  We need your Annual Appeal donation to continue our growth.  Your gift supports all the hidden parts of our operation, 
maintaining the building and garden, insurance, technology, utilities, and supplies, to name just a few expenses.   While these items are not 
as exciting as resurrecting a stone barn and transforming it into a museum, they are the expenses that continue to cost more and matter 
greatly to your organization today.  

Villmools Merci for your generosity, 

Patricia Lutz, Executive Director

Ethan Hastert,  LACS Board President

151
Age of the Mamer-
Hansen Barn now 
the Roots and Leaves 
Museum.


